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Regina Gitau was a proud 

Kenyan.  
•  She had studied both in 

Nairobi and in England. 
•  She has degrees in 

Education, Counselling 
and a Master of Education. 

 Regina had already worked as a teacher in Kenya, 
as a curriculum consultant for the Ministry of 
Education, and as an author of several primary 
school textbooks  



Regina had a deep passion for justice and an 
enduring affection for children. It is from these 
wellsprings that the energy and commitment that 
drove her research derived. 
Regina’s research was to be for her people, with 
her people, to her people. 
Regina made friends easily, with a quiet self 
assurance that made her a ready listener and 
loyal friend. 
Regina was one of the IPRS Awardees of 2003 
 
 



Background to the study 

•  Former curriculum 
– Teacher centred 
– Subject crowded -13 subjects in primary  

•  Many teachers report student 
misbehaviour 

•  Corporal punishment 
– Students seriously injured 

•  New curriculum commenced 2003 



Project Design 
                     sample classes in blue and arrows indicate progression 

 
Year 

Previous Curriculum 
Class  

(Years of study) 

Revised Curriculum 
Class  

(Years of study) 

2003 
Phase One 

2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8  1, 5 

2004 
Phase Two 

3, 4, 7, 8  1, 2, 5, 6 

2005 4 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7  



Sample 
•  2 Suburban Nairobi schools 
•  3 classes in each school 
•  Units of analysis 

– Class for 
•  Surveys 
•  Teacher comments 
•  Observations 

– Students – 5 from each class for 
•  Structured observations 
•  Student interviews 

•  Phase Two repeats Phase One 



Data Collection 
•  Initial contacts from Australia then on-site 
•  Ministry permission, school permission, teacher 

consent, parents informed 
•  September to December 2003 & 2004 
•  Quantitative 

–  Surveys of classroom environment variables 
–  Structured observations 
–  School reports 

•  Qualitative 
–  Teacher interviews pre and post 
–  Student interviews post 



Phase One Observations 

•  Many instances of misbehaviour 
– Mostly student inattention and distraction 
– Lessons still highly content driven 
– Lessons still teacher centred 

•  Many lessons just boring 
•  Students at different levels: either not challenged 

or content far beyond their present abilities 
•  Few skills of classroom management observed 



Phase One Interviews  
•  Teachers: 

–  Blame students 
•  Often home background or family  

–  Not reflect on their practice 
–  Little searching for answers 

•  Delivery model 
•  Content orientation 

•  Students 
–  Confused by multiple demands 
–  Some subjects little regarded 
–  Comes down to which teachers are ‘liked’ 



In between phases 

•  Classroom environment survey modified 
– Earlier instrument not easy for young children 
– Smileys used as choices 

•  Further development of interview skills  
– Children interviews in Africa are especially 

challenging 
•  Active reading in special education, 

disadvantaged children and those less 
gifted 



Phase Two Observations 

•  Increased capacity of teachers to deal with 
differentiation 

•  More student on-task behaviours 
•  Frequency of misbehaviours not reported 

to be less but severity decreased 
•  Decreased teacher distraction ie more 

teacher on-task behaviours 
•  Student class environment surveys reports 

more positive 



Phase Two Interviews 

•  Students had pretty much the same sorts 
of things to say 

•  Teachers not greatly more positive 
– Somewhat more reflective 
– More interested in their own skills rather than 

coping and ‘crowd control’ 
– Some focus on differentiation and individual 

student needs 



2005 

•  First semester to be spent: 
– coding observation sheets and survey forms 
– Transcribing interviews 
– Analysing the Phase Two outcomes 
– Analysing the differences between Phase 1 

and Phase 2 
– Starting writing results chapters 

•  Phase 1 
•  Phase 2 



•  14th March felt ill and was taken to hospital 
– 10 days and treated for a stroke like condition 
– Released from hospital 24th March for more 

tests as an outpatient 
•  1st April again felt ill and was readmitted 

– Next day into a coma. Family contacted 
– Regina’s sister arrived 4th April, her father 

arrived 10th April. 
– Regina died aged 37 years, 17th April, 2005 
– Funeral service at Notre Dame chapel 22nd 

April 2005 
                   May she rest in peace 




